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Munster, the German Ambassador in London, communicated
to Lord Salisbury that " in face of a measure by which the
Egyptian Government directly and in the most reckless
manner violates international agreements, the Imperial
Government feels itself bound to decide without delay on the
steps necessary for the defence of her sorely endangered inter-
ests, of the Reform Courts, and of the subjects of the Empire,
and to take a firm position in opposition to the arbitrary pro-
ceedings of the Viceroy/*1 It was believed by some that it was
Nubar who, hated by France, insulted by the Khedive, and
abandoned by England, had sought refuge with Bismarck in
order to avenge himself. However this may be, the German
Consul-General was instructed to notify the Khedive that
" the Imperial Government looks upon the decree of April 22,
by which the Egyptian Government regulate at their own will
the matters relating to the debt, thereby abolishing existing
and recognised rights, as an open and direct violation of inter-
national engagements... that it must dedare the Decree to be
devoid of any legally binding effect . . . and must hold the
Viceroy responsible for all the consequences of this unlawful
proceeding/'2

England and France soon followed suit, and so did Russia,
while Italy protested orally. On June 19 England and France,
in their desire to surpass Germany, formally advised the
Khedive to abdicate:

Should Your Highness follow this advice, our govern-
ments will act in concert in order that a suitable Civil List
should be assigned to you and that the order of succession
in virtue of which Prince Tewfik will succeed Your High-
ness should not be disturbed-----If you refuse to abdicate,

and if you compel the Cabinets of London and Paris to
address themselves directly to the Sultan, you will not be
able to count either upon obtaining the Civil List or upon
the succession of Prince Tewfik.

This threat played on the fear that the Sultan might ignore
Tewfik and proclaim as Khedive Abdul Halim, the eldest
living prince of the dynasty, in conformity with the old law

1 Parliamentary Papers, Monster to Salisbury, n May 1879*
1 Croxner, Modern Egypt, i, 135.